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January 20, 2025    Meeting Minutes    

5:30 Workshop   - Cindy B.   

A folded butterfly demonstration with samples for those who desired to make was provided.  

Guild Meeting Minutes -  

The 2026 January meeting was held at 5:30 pm at Calvary Baptist Church.  President Brenda Wall called the meeting to 

order with 44 members and 8 visitors present.     

Announcements  

Welcome visitors: Belinda J., Missy M., Vonda T., Trisha Q., Gayle J., Bonnie C., Nancy S., Marilyn G.   

All members are encouraged to wear name tags.  If you would like to purchase a name tag, please contact Illine Smith 

and she will assist you.    

February Auffle - Reminding everyone to be gathering up your unwanted sewing related items for the Auffle to be held 

during the February meeting.  Barbie Small chairs this event, monies raised go to the guild and participants get to bid 

on groups of “treasures”.  It is part auction and part raffle; all donated items are re-distributed into auction groups.  

Members and visitors have the opportunity to buy tickets at $1 each and then use their tickets to bid on the groups of 

items.  The drawn ticket wins the group of items.  Any groups of items with no bidding tickets left remaining are then 

“won” by a subsequent drawing of the remaining tickets.  All donated items leave with lucky winners for them to use, 

recycle, or donate as they desire.  It is a fun event!  All donated items must be sewing/quilting related.  

Secretary’s Minutes from prior meeting – Jerri Puska, secretary  

No minutes were produced for the Dec. meeting; it was our annual Christmas Party.  For those who did not attend, we 

had a wonderful party with great food.  Member Tonya Peters and her merry team did an outstanding job organizing a 

fun party.     

Treasurer’s Report    – Toni Poe, treasurer  

The treasury report was emailed out to members prior to the meeting.   Toni gave a review of the report; it was 

approved as provided.   

Officer’s Reports  

Raffle Donation Quilt 2026 – Illine Smith, 1st Vice President  

The 2026 quilt is completed, postcards with picture available next week.     

  

Propose that we have a Quilt Show, if people are interested and willing to help and display their quilts.  This will be a 

small show with purpose of displaying the craft of quilting to the community, no judging of quilts.  We have checked 

with the Saline County Fairgrounds and the EHC building and the one across the street cost would be about $1000.00 

for 3 days.  Motion was made and seconded to have a small quilt show in 2026.  Several volunteered to assist Illine.   

  

Raffle Donation Quilt 2027 – Debbie Payne, 2nd Vice President  

Quilt pattern for 2027 has been selected.  Debbie believes she has enough fabric in her personal stash but will reach 

out to other members if she needs more.    

  

Committee Reports  
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Professional Workshops – Toni Poe  

While it is difficult to get professional quilters to travel for workshops, we are attempting to look at various options.  If 

you have an idea, please email her.  Some time ago, Belle Brunner did a workshop for the Central Arkansas Quilting 

Guild.  She lives and has a quilt retreat center at Mount Ida, www.SeamsSewMe.com. She is willing to provide a 4-6 

hour workshop.  There are 3 workshop options:  1) English Paper Piecing, 2) quilt journal cover, 3) cathedral windows.  

By a show of hands, the interest of SCQG ranked cathedral windows #1, followed by the Quilt journal cover.  The cost 

will be $700.00 for class & trunk show.  Additional cost expected – mileage (2026 rate .725 cents a mile), potential 1 

night hotel, meal or two.  Expected to total about $1000.00.  Guild voted to pursue the workshop with Belle Brunner. 

Class will have a fee and be earlier in the day prior to our November meeting.  Details as time gets closer.  

  

Programs – 2026 Program Team – Need someone to volunteer  

January – game night  

February – Auffle  

March – Habitat for Humanity   

April – Member Venus Thomas will share Miniature Quilting Techniques 

May –   

June –   

July -- 
August -- 
September –   
October –  

November – Belle Brunner – Cathedral Windows workshop  

December – Christmas Party    

  

5:30 Workshops – Cindy Barszczewski  

Cindy B. has volunteered to be responsible for the 5:30 workshop.  Asked for ideas of what members would like to see.    

  

Saturday Workshops – Jerri Puska & Judy Anderson  

Next Saturday Sew Day – February 21st  

If you are a beginning quilter or have something you are struggling to tackle and would like to have some assistance, 

please contact Judy Anderson or Jerri Puska.  We have some beginner kits that will make very simple small charity 

quilts or 2-4 simple blocks for use as training.  If you have a particular challenge, (binding, etc.), let us know so that we 

can have help for the skill in question.   Skilled members – this is an opportunity for you to sew on your own project 

and help mentor those who are learning and trying to improve their skills.   Year 2026 goal – 8 Saturday Sew Days  

Currently these are planned as open sew days where you bring whatever project you desire to work on, and the 

supplies needed for it.  If there are sewing videos that anyone would like to watch, or projects they would like to 

suggest as a group (even if it is just a small number of attendees participating), please contact Jerri Puska or Judy 

Anderson.  Member fee for Sew Day is $5, Non-Member fee $10.    

Technology – Jerri Puska & Paula Duncan  

Paula has made great progress with the website; it has a completely new look.  A Member-only area has been added 

that will include the membership directory with photos and contact information, including a printable roster.  The 

directory photos are the ones that were provided for the printed directory created some years ago by Valarie.  Please 

send a new photo (if desired) or if we do not have a photo of you to Paula Duncan.  We will attempt to make some 

photos at meetings to update as well.  Please check out the new website! www.quilttalk.org    

Fund Raising – Chair open, need a volunteer to organize  
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This year the only event where we will sell items other than tickets will be Salt Creek Chapel craft fair in April.  All other 

events will simply display the 2026 Donation Raffle quilt and sell tickets for it.  This change will make the events easier 

to set up and manage.  Need a couple of volunteers to help with the Salt Creek Chapel event on 4/11.  Lisa Elmore and 

Tricha Quillen (new) volunteered to assist Illine.    

  

Hospitality & Door Prizes - Gwen Rogers  

For 2026 each person present at monthly meeting will receive 1 ticket when signing in.  Tonight’s winner of the door 

prize is Judy Huggins.   

UFO challenge - Gwen Rogers (2025) & Pat Wade (2026)     

UFO (unfinished objects) – Goal of the UFO challenge is to motivate individuals to complete some of their unfinished 

projects each year.    

2025 UFO Finale – 1st Prize – Pat Wade, 2nd Prize – Judy Johnson, 3rd Prize – Brenda Wall.    

2026 UFO – Pat wants more to participate!  Rule change: Any sewing or quilting project you started & stopped working 

on to work on something else.  $1 per item, as many as you want to include.   For 2026, Pat Wade will be the UFO 

chair, she has forms available tonight.  The 2026 UFO Challenge will finish in November.  Please turn in your form 

with your projects listed and your money.    

Membership Report – Alysia Powell  

Have 84 Active members, $20 dues for 2026 must be paid by February. You must have form with your information 

attached to your money to make sure everything is recorded properly.  If nothing has changed, just put your name and 

write SAME.  Form makes sure Your Money is credited to YOU!           

Sunshine – Judy Anderson   Cards sent between last month’s meeting and tonight.   

Birthdays: 12 cards sent   Get Well: 3 cards sent  

Please send any requests for cards to Judy at 501.743.1076 Call or Text.    

Daytime Stitchers – Laura Hamm      

Routinely meets on the 4th Monday of the month at 9:30, yellow house out highway 5.  Bring hand work; contact Laura 

for more information  thequiltedchicken@gmail.com  

Charity Quilts – Myrna Yandell & Amy Snodgrass            

Final donation numbers for 2025:  Quilts – 214, Dog Beds – 69, Beads of Courage bags – 108, Burp Cloths – 50, and 

humane society drapes – 7.  During 2025 some clean-up and organization was completed at the Studio, using scraps 31 

– 3 yard quilts were created, 66-70 UFO things and orphan blocks were completed.  This year need some help!  Have a 

lot of fabric that needs to be used, make smaller simple quilts, provide fabric for making blocks, could be used for the 

Saturday Sew Days.    

  

Regular sew days are the 2nd and 4th Thursdays, and the last Saturday of the month, meeting around 9:30 until about 

noon.   The Studio address is 4113 Alcoa Road, Benton.  This building is owned by Bobby Morris and Terra Morris 

(Sidney’s husband and daughter).  Terra runs a business using the left side of the building.  The Studio entrance is on 

the right side of the building.  Please contact Amy Snodgrass or Myrna Yandell for more information.   

QuiltMania – Chair – Toni Poe & Sharon Vanover  

2026 QuiltMania Retreat at Ferncliff will be Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Sept 18, 19, & 20th.  This weekend format has 

been adopted to help those still working to require only 1 day off.    This year we only have 6 rooms reserved as this 

past year many attendees did not stay overnight.  If Day only attend – will include lunch only.  If we need more rooms, 

we can let them know.  There will be another T-shirt contest and a PJ contest.  There will be a charity quilt challenge 
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again.  Sharon will have fabric to provide to the ones who want to participate.  The cost is $312 for overnight, $46 per 

day.      

  

Quilts of Valor (QOV)– Debbie Susky & Karen Mitchell    

Block kits were provided to anyone who would like to make blocks for QoV.  The blocks created by our guild members 

support the two Saline County QOV groups and have boosted the productivity of the groups to award more quilts to 

veterans.  For more information about the local QOV groups, please contact:    

Karen Mitchell – Never Forgotten in Arkansas, they meet monthly on the 4th Thursday at the Saline County EHC Kitchen, 

or Debbie Susky – Let Freedom Ring, they meet in a private home.   

Beads of Courage Bags – Sandy Morris  

Bag kits were distributed; each kit makes 2 bags.  Sewn bags are donated to Arkansas Children’s Hospital for children to 

store the beads they receive for each treatment they endure.    

Publicity – Debbie Susky – no report  

Old/Unfinished Business - No old Business  

New Business  

  

Carter Farm – Valarie Nichols & Jerri Puska  

Sewing retreat, Feb. 5&6 (Thursday & Friday) at Carter Farm $25 per day.  Valarie has handouts and sign-up sheet.  

Accommodation for 24.  Some of us did two retreats at Carter Farm in 2024, had a great time and completed some 

projects, at a low cost.  Contact Valarie or Jerri for more information.  A separate email will be sent with all the details.   

  

Program – We were supposed to play a game, due to the length of the meeting, the game was axed.  

Show and Tell participants   

Gwen Rogers – 2 QoV        Cheri Johnson – Blue & Yellow quilt    

Brenda Wall – Table Topper Grandma’s   Valarie Nichols – Stracener’s Quilt  

Karen Mitchell – QoV panel       Barbie Mundt – Charity quilts from book panels   

Charlotte Williams – Mondo Bag, Stand Up purse, Small Patriotic quilt, 2026 Pinwheel BOM quilt       

 Meeting adjourned.  See you next month, Jerri Puska, SCQG Secretary  

   


